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AGENDA 

TOWN OF MAY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISOR MEETING 
December 2, 2021 

1. Call to order 

 

2. Agenda Review 

 

3. Board Minutes 

a. Review and approval of November 4, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes 

b. Review and approval of November 18, 2021 Special Board Meeting Minutes 

 

4. Financials by Treasurer 

a. Treasurer review and Board approval of Treasurer’s Report 

b. Treasurer review and Board approval of Checks  

c. CD Renewals – 201 Replacement Fund and Blacktop Fund 

 

5. Planning Commission 

 

6. 201 Sewer System  

 

7. Engineering and Roads  

 

8. Violations/Complaints 

a. 13xxx 170th Street – Building Violation  

 

9. Old Business 

a. Connexus/Anoka Electric Cooperative’s Application for Substation Update 

 

10. New Business 

a. Citizen Considerations  

b. Rocket Racing – ROW Application  

c. Hanson Temporary Cul-de-sac Easement/Ridgewood Acres 

 

11. Adjourn  

 



Town of May Official Board Minutes                            November 4, 2021  Page 1 

 

 

 

 

 TOWN of MAY 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

OFFICIAL TOWN BOARD MINUTES 

November 4, 2021 

 

The Board of Supervisors of the Town of May convened their regular monthly meeting on 

Thursday, November 4, 2021, via virtual telephone/video conference.  Those present included:  

Board members John Adams (at Town Hall), John Pazlar, and Steve Magner; Clerk/Treasurer 

Linda Tibbetts; Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Marsha Olson; Town Attorney David Snyder; Town 

Planner Nate Sparks; Town Project Manager Katie Koscielak and those with business before the 

Town.  Chair Adams called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  

 

Minutes    

Magner moved, seconded by Adams, to approve the minutes of September 23, 2021, Board 

Workshop.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Adams moved, seconded by Magner, to approve the minutes of October 7, 2021, Board Monthly 

Meeting.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Magner moved, seconded by Pazlar, to approve the minutes of October 20, 2021, Special Board 

Meeting.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Checks and Treasurer’s Report 

Olson presented the Treasurer’s Cash Control Report showing a balance of $1,168,698.91, of 

which $712,668.98 is investments.  Most of the cash the township has is committed and the town 

is down to approximately $68,000.00 in uncommitted funds for the rest of the year.  Adams moved, 

seconded by Pazlar, to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: 

YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Adams moved, seconded by Pazlar, to approve checks for October 7, 2021 totaling $143,684.04, 

of 20963-20994 (20991 and 20992 were voids) along with electronic funds transfers EFTS1121 

and EFTF1121 to the State of Minnesota Department of Revenue and the Federal IRS, 

respectively, and electronic funds transfer EFTB1121 to Security State Bank of Marine for a stop 

check payment, as presented. By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  

Motion passed. 

 

Adams asked for funds to be moved.  In 2018, a lift station/triplex of the 201 Sewer System was 

rebuilt including the railings and the pumps and other equipment.  That cost about $50,000.  Adams 

said in previous years, the township has moved $10,000 from the 201 Sewer Fund to the 201 Sewer 

Replacement Fund to cover the cost of that project.  Adams moved, seconded by Magner, to move 

$10,000 from the 201 Sewer Fund which has a current balance of $91,658.09 to the 201 Sewer 

Replacement Fund which has a balance of $43,975.33.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: 

YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 
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Adams asked for more funds to be moved.  He wants to move $6,650.00 to pay for the three-year 

maintenance pumping of the septic tanks on the system.  The current balance in the 201 Sewer 

Pumping Fund is $6,652.46.  Adams moved, seconded by Magner, to move $6,650.00 from the 

201 Sewer Fund to the 201 Sewer Pumping Fund.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; 

Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Planning Commission 
 

Connexus May Substation 

Don Rolf, Planning Commission Co-Chair, was present at the board meeting to report on the 

recommendation from the October 28, 2021 Public Hearing.  Connexus is requesting to install a 

60-foot-tall wireless communication tower on their current substation site on County Road 4.  The 

current substation predates Town Code requirements.  The substation is around one acre in size.  

Rolf reported the Planning Commission reviewed the application and noted a neighbor didn’t want 

vegetation screening on the backside of the lot.  The applicant would agree to remove the existing 

pole.   

 

The Planning Commission recommended approval of the application to install a wireless 

communication tower with the following conditions:  

 

1. The variance be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; 

2. The variance is in harmony with the general purpose and intend of the Ordinance; 

3. The pole will not be detrimental to the health, safety, or general welfare of the 

Town, nor will cause serious traffic congestion/hazards, nor will seriously 

depreciate surrounding property values, and that the proposed use is in harmony 

with the general purpose of the Zoning Ordinance and Comprehensive Plan; 

4. The applicants shall remove the current pole being used for microwave 

communication;  

5. The applicant will remove the pole when it is deemed unnecessary for 

communication purposes as well as posting escrow for its future removal;  

6. That the applicant does not need to add screening as it would be detrimental to the 

adjoining property owner and also could potentially be determinantal to the future 

performance of the tower;   

7. A more detailed and accurate site plan shall be provided with the landscaping plan 

depicting the height of all structures on the site, height of fencing, and other 

information deemed relevant by Town Staff for the conditional use permit 

documents; 

8. Any comments from the Town Engineer and Town Attorney shall be addressed. 
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Sparks reported that, after the Planning Commission meeting, documents were discovered wherein 

back in 2007, the township granted a CUP on this property for a tower.  The reason why when 

Connexus applied for the current tower the CUP from 2007 was not found was because it was 

listed as being from Great River Energy and it wasn’t recorded at the county because the tower 

was never installed.  Sparks noted in the 2007 CUP, the back part of the lot had vegetation 

screening that did not survive, thereby requiring the applicant to install screening around the 

property with a landscaping plan.  Sparks noted since a resolution was previously passed on this 

property, he suggested the town should revise the current resolution for approval of Connexus’ 

tower request to rescind the 2007 CUP so there won’t be conflicting resolutions regarding this 

property.  Sparks said the remaining recommendations from the Planning Commission could carry 

through to the new Resolution.  Sparks wants to work with the applicant to get more information 

on what exactly happened in 2007 as to why that approved tower was not installed, as well as iron 

out any other details.   

 

Adams moved, seconded by Magner, to postpone board review of Connexus’ application until the 

December 2, 2021 board meeting.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  

Motion passed.   

 

Appointment of Alternate to Planning Commission  

Ted Nesse submitted interest in the vacant position of alternate member of the Planning 

Commission.  Adams moved, seconded by Magner, to appoint Ted Nesse as an alternate Planning 

Commission member.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion 

passed.   

 

201 Sewer System 
Almost two weeks ago, we had a problem with the dosing station – the final station that holds 

about 8,000 gallons and pushes to the drain fields.  The pumps in the dosing station work; however, 

they will not automatically turn on.  Therefore, Adams has been manually working the dosing 

station twice daily.  Over the last two weeks, Adams has been working with WSB, Tristate Pump, 

and Total Systems Control on a solution.   

 

Roads and Engineering 
 

Capital Improvement Plan 

Koscielak prepared and presented a draft of the Capital Improvement Plan, a copy of which is 

attached to these minutes.  Koscielak said the town is trying to catch up on roadway maintenance.  

She said it is not necessarily a 5-10 year maintenance plan, rather a catch up plan.  Thereafter, the 

town can start a 5-10 year maintenance plan.  Pazlar will review and is sure he will have questions 

down the line.  Magner said this is exactly what he was looking for and now the township has a 

good start.     

 

Violations/Complaints 
None 
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Old Business 
  

Staff Recommendations 

No report. 

 
Norell Avenue/CSAH 3 Road Project 

Kevin Peterson, engineer for Washington County, presented a final update of the Norell Avenue 

project.  A copy of his presentation is attached to these minutes.   

 

Pazlar asked what is driving the change in costs from 1.6 million to 3.6 million.  Peterson said the 

previous Capital Improvement Plan was a placeholder for the project which listed the 1.6-million-

dollar figure.  After completing the planning and working with the township, residents, consultants, 

and engineers, the cost is more dialed in to what the county is planning for the build.   

 

Magner said, in essence, the county is proposing to redo Norell keeping it in the same character, 

same fashion, and width with the only major improvements being to the surface as in to replace 

asphalt and add concrete curbing, installation of drainage controls, and sheet piling in the 

sloughing area.  Peterson said that is a fair characterization of what the county is planning.  He 

noted when the planning of Norell started, the county was unsure what the build would look like, 

but after community involvement and engineering reviews, they have found the final plan as being 

a less invasive way to upgrade the roadway.   

 

The town board will be crafting a resolution of support which will be presented at the December 

2, 2021 board meeting.   

 

Arcola Mills – Request for Exemption 

Alexa Erickson from Arcola Mills was present to primarily ask for a request from the Moratorium 

[Ordinance 2021-04, an ordinance enacting a twelve-month moratorium for the consideration of 

any establishment of new uses, expansion of existing uses, and issuance of permits for uses within 

the conservancy district with certain exceptions, published July 7, 2021].  Arcola Mills submitted 

a letter of request received September 27, 2021, a copy of which is attached to these minutes.   

 

Magner noted several conditions that were not met for the township to accept Arcola Mills’ 

application filed on or about June 29, 2021.  The township denied Arcola Mill’s application via 

letter dated July 20, 2021 citing an incomplete application.   

 

Erickson asked whether the existing documentation presented in the original CUP application can 

be used because items needed for a new conditional use permit had been previously supplied to 

the township during the original CUP application.  Adams and Magner both noted that the new 

permit needs to stand on its own, in other words, it must be presented with all the requested 

information.  Manger noted the board and planning commission relying on staff to receive all 

needed information so a detailed recommendation can be presented.  Magner understands Arcola 

Mills’ request to use previously supplied documentation, however, it is the burden of the applicant 

to provide documentation to staff, not the township to seek out documentation.   
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Erickson asked if Arcola Mills could host fundraisers and membership events while they work 

through the application process.  Snyder responded that there is nothing in the Town Code nor 

does the township have authority to approve or deny this request.  Snyder continued by asking for 

Arcola Mills’ participation when the township defines needed desired goals and plans for the Town 

Code regarding the conservancy district.   

 

The moratorium was enacted because the township viewed the Town Code on the conservancy 

district to be outdated and not reflective of the current types of uses allowed in the township.  Staff 

recommended the moratorium wherein to give the board time to evaluate the conservancy district. 

An essential part of this process is the involvement of township users, such as Arcola Mills, to 

engage in this process with input and suggestions.  Snyder conferred to the board if they are not 

inclined to grant Arcola Mills an exemption to the moratorium today, it does not mean they cannot 

be granted one in the future.   

 

Adams moved, seconded by Pazlar, to deny Arcola Mill’s request for exemption from the 

moratorium based on the fact that one, without it the township does not support the moratorium 

with Arcola Mills.  It challenges and ultimately destroys that moratorium and also some of the 

proposed uses and some of the current uses at Arcola have been at odds with the conservancy to 

date and we look forward to working on getting the conservancy language right and we cannot do 

that without our partners, as a result of that move a denial of the exemption to Arcola Mills on the 

moratorium.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

Adams moved, seconded by Magner, to return the unused escrow to Arcola Mills.  By Roll Call 

Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Animal Control Town Code Update 

Tibbetts and Sparks hope to have a final version to the town in early January.   

 

New Business 
 

Citizen Considerations  

No report. 

 

Resolution 2021-14 – Selling Township Property 

Tibbetts presented a resolution authorizing the public sale of township property no longer needed 

for public use through minnbid.org public online auction administered by the State of Minnesota, 

for the sale of the 2003 Sterling and the 2011 Freightliner for minnbid.com.  Adams moved, 

seconded by Magner, to adopt Resolution 2021-14 with a minimum reserve of $15,000.00 for the 

2003 Sterling and $20,000.00 for the 2011 Freightliner. By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: 

YES; Pazlar: YES.  Resolution adopted. 

  

Resolution 2021-15 – Designation of Polling Location for 2022 

Tibbetts presented a resolution designating the town’s polling location for 2022 as the Town Hall 

located at 13939 Norell Avenue North.  Adams moved, seconded by Magner, to adopt Resolution 
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2021-15, as presented.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Resolution 

adopted. 

 

Meeting ended at 8:40 p.m. without objection. 

 

Submitted:    Approved:  

 

 

 

______________________________  _____________________________  

Linda Tibbetts    John Adams 

Clerk/Treasurer             Board Chair  
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