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 TOWN of MAY 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

OFFICIAL TOWN BOARD MINUTES 

May 6, 2021 

 

The Board of Supervisors of the Town of May convened their regular monthly meeting on 

Thursday, May 6, 2021, via virtual telephone/video conference.  Those present included:  Board 

members John Adams, John Pazlar, and Steve Magner; Clerk/Treasurer Linda Tibbetts (at Town 

Hall); Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Marsha Olson; Town Attorney David Snyder; Town Planner Nate 

Sparks; Town Engineer Katie Koscielak; Building Official Jack Kramer, and those with business 

before the Town.  Chair Adams called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Minutes, Checks, Treasurer’s Report    

Magner moved, seconded by Pazlar, to approve the minutes of the March 30, 2021 Board 

Workshop.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Magner moved, seconded by Pazlar, to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2021 Monthly Board 

Meeting.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Adams moved, seconded by Pazlar, to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2021 Board of Appeals.  

By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Magner moved, seconded by Pazlar, to approve the minutes of the April 30, 2021 Road Tour.  By 

Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Pazlar moved, seconded by Adams, to approve checks for May 6, 2021 of 20755-20793 along with 

electronic funds transfers EFTS0521 and EFTF0521 to the State of Minnesota Department of 

Revenue and the Federal IRS, respectively, as presented. By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; 

Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Pazlar presented the Treasurer’s Cash Control Report showing a balance of $926,576.44, of which 

$557,050.66 is investments.  Pazlar moved, seconded by Magner, to approve the Treasurer’s 

Report as presented.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion 

passed. 

 

The 2020 Audit was presented at the April 1, 2021 Town Board Meeting.  Pazlar moved, seconded 

by Adams, to approve the 2020 Audit by CliftonLarsonAllen, as presented.  By Roll Call Vote: 

Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

The 201 Pumping Fund CD is maturing.  Adams moved, seconded by Pazlar, to renew the 201 

Pumping Fund CD at Security State Bank of Marine for 12 months at .30%.  By Roll Call Vote: 

Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 
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Planning Commission 
 

Commission Membership 

The May Township Planning Commission consists of Chair John Arnason (01/23), Alternate Jason 

Husveth (01/24), Chad Nelson (01/22), Alternate Mitchell Otterson (01/23), Walter Peterson 

(01/22), Don Rolf (01/24), Lester Rydeen (01/23) and Jyneen Thatcher (01/22).  Steve Magner 

relinquished his term on the Planning Commission when he was elected to the board in March 

2021.  Jyneen Thatcher would like to retire.  Adams would like to reduce the size of the Planning 

Commission from seven members with two alternates to five members with two alternates.  He 

states that the current PC members are solid.  There was a time, at least three years ago, when the 

PC had a hard time meeting a quorum for meetings.  However, since that time, the clerk has been 

diligent on securing membership attendance for the meetings and no problem arose.  Sparks stated 

the number of PC members is set by the ordinance at seven members in the Town Code.  Snyder 

said an ordinance amendment would be needed, rather than a board motion.  Sparks could research 

options on changing the Town Code to allow for a five member PC.  He also noted since this is an 

administrative change, rather than a zoning change, there is no need for the PC to review the 

proposed ordinance amendment.  Magner opined to ask the PC members to weigh in on this 

potential change.  Pazlar added that he likes having at least two alternates on the PC.  The board 

asked staff to research options and prepare an ordinance amendment to bring before the board at 

the June 3, 2021 meeting.  

 

201 Sewer System 
Staff prepared a draft of the 2021 201 Sewer Budget of $78,717.26 for board consideration.  Adams 

reported in 2017 the budget was $50,307.00.  The increase over the past five years is due to a 

significant repair to the triplex station that was spread out.  However, Adams noted the longevity 

of the repairs/parts is significant.  Therefore, the 201 Sewer Budget has seen increases and 

decreases over the past five years in different areas of the budget.  Adams did remind the board of 

the potential $1,000,000 nitrogen mitigation plan which depends on what the Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency decides from last year’s level studies.  Adams moved, seconded by Pazlar, to 

approve a budget of $78,717.26 for the 2021 201 Sewer System.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; 

Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Roads and Engineering 
 

Road Tour Findings 

Koscielak reported the township’s road tour was completed on Friday, April 30, 2021 with Tommy 

Schroeder, John Adams, Katie Koscielak, Steve Magner, and Linda Tibbetts.  All township roads 

were inspected.  Tibbetts provided a detailed summary of important findings.  Koscielak reported 

several items the team looked at were road, culvert, and sign conditions.  She is working on 

preparing a preemptive list of road conditions.  One of the major items discussed at the road tour 

was the amount of gravel that is necessary to bring the road up to a good standard.   Adams noted 

the crew inspected the cable railing on Old Guslander Trail and reported Schroeder will be able to 

fix the railing by installing new posts.   
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Calcium Chloride 

Magner will be facilitating the first application of calcium chloride to gravel roads with Northern 

Salt.   

 

Violations/Complaints 
 

13xxx 177
th

 Street – Town Code Violation – Buildings 

Sparks reported he will be sending a letter to the property owner.   

 

Old Business 
Norell Avenue/CSAH 3 Road Project 

Adams reported Washington County has a virtual open house on its website for the project.  

Magner questioned if the county will keep Norell Avenue in the current size and character and 

limit the number of modifications?  Adams responded that the county has presented three potential 

plans out of which one is restrictive and minimizes any sort of disruption of vegetation.  Magner 

wanted to share his opinion that residents share the view to keep the character of the township the 

way it is, i.e., a small non-invasive community.  Adams agreed the importance of this project 

recognizing the rural character.   

 

DNR Boat Launch on Big Carnelian  

Resident Julie Andrich and Washington County engineer Joe Gustafson were present at the 

meeting regarding a proposed Resolution for parking issues/safety concerns at the Otchipwe 

Avenue DNR boat launch. Andrich and Gustafson had been before the board numerous times over 

the past several months regarding parking issues.  The board reviewed Resolution 2021-08 

regarding no parking restrictions on Otchipwe Avenue near the DNR boat launch.  Magner moved, 

seconded by Adams, to adopt Resolution 2021-08, a Resolution Relating to Parking Restrictions 

on County State Aid Highway (CSAH) No. 11 (Otchipwe Avenue North) in the area of Big 

Carnelian Lake, as presented.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  

Resolution adopted. 

 
Town Code Fee Schedule 

Tibbetts proposed changes to the fee schedule as follows: 

 

1. Increasing Driveway Permit to $100 

2. Increasing Outdoor Wood Boiler Permit to $50 

3. Increasing Minor Grading Permit to $100 

4. Increasing Charge-Back of Clerk/Treasurer time to $50/hour 

5. Increasing Bound Copy of Town Code/Comp Plan to $100 

6. Deleting any mention of offering “CD” version of Town Code/Comp Plan 

7. Deleting any mention of “subscription” for board or pc minutes 

 

Tibbetts noted the board minutes from 1893 to present are located on the town’s website, as well 

as a digital version of the Town Code and Comp Plan.   
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Magner pointed out the importance of the township’s fee schedule is in accordance with costs as 

he does not want the township to charge more than what it costs the town to provide.  Also, he 

does not want to discourage progress due to financial constraints.  The board directed staff to 

prepare an ordinance to amend the fee schedule to be presented at the June 3, 2021 board meeting.   

 

Town Hall/Parking Mowing  

Tibbetts solicited bids from five lawn care companies.  Magner offered to mow/trim the Town 

Park as well as handle snow and ice removal in the winter free of charge.  Adams moved, seconded 

by Pazlar, to accept Magner’s offer of tending to the mowing/trimming of the Town Park and the 

snow and ice removal in the winter.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: ABSTAIN; Pazlar: 

YES.  Motion passed. 

 

New Business 
 

Youth Service Bureau Contract – Stillwater  

At the 2021 Annual Meeting held in March, the township voted to donate $2,500 to the Stillwater 

Youth Service Bureau.  The YSB provided a contract and invoice for services.  Adams moved, 

seconded by Pazlar, to accept Stillwater’s Youth Service Bureau Contract for the 2021 year, as 

presented.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 

 

Joint Jurisdiction St. Croix River Task Force  

Resident John Goodfellow and councilmember Wendy Ward, both from Marine on St. Croix, were 

present to introduce the proposed St. Croix River Task Force.  Goodfellow reported in the past few 

years, high speed boat traffic which generates high wake that contributes to shore erosion and has 

an adverse effect on native waterfowl and vegetation to the riverway.  He has approached the City 

of Scandia and will be approaching the City of Marine on St. Croix to gain support for a group of 

river valley residents to a committee to help educate boaters.  The board voiced its support for the 

proposed group.  Goodfellow will report back at the June meeting with more information.   

 

Meeting Policy 

Adams proposed the following policy points for all meetings of the township: 

 

1. Start promptly at 7:00 p.m. if a quorum is present. 

2. Maximum meeting duration of three hours unless extended by board vote. 

3. New/external presentations must be submitted ten business days before a regularly 

scheduled meeting.  

4. Enforce a 10-minute time limit on external presentation. 

 

Adams encouraged the board and staff to bring forward other points to have efficient meetings.  

 

Adams moved, seconded by Pazlar, to continue the meeting to Thursday, May 20, 2021 at 1:30 

p.m. to discuss staff recommendations for changes to the Town Code.  By Roll Call Vote: Adams: 

YES; Magner: YES; Pazlar: YES.  Motion passed. 
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Meeting ended at 8:29 p.m. 

 

Submitted:    Approved:  

 

 

 

______________________________  _____________________________  

Linda Tibbetts    John Adams 

Clerk/Treasurer             Board Chair  
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 TOWN of MAY 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

OFFICIAL TOWN BOARD MINUTES 

May 20, 2021 

 

The Board of Supervisors of the Town of May convened a workshop meeting on Thursday, May 

20, 2021, via virtual telephone/video conference.  Those present included:  Board members John 

Adams, John Pazlar, and Steve Magner; Clerk/Treasurer Linda Tibbetts; Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 

Marsha Olson; Town Attorney David Snyder; Town Planner Nate Sparks, and Town Engineer 

Katie Koscielak.  Chair Adams called the meeting to order at 1:37 p.m.  

 

The purpose of the meeting is to prioritize staff recommendations for updates to the Town Code: 

 

a. Agricultural Buildings 

b. Conditional Use Permits 

c. Conservancy District 

d. Driveway Permits 

e. Fence Ordinance 

f. Grading Permits 

g. Horse Uses 

h. Housing Standards 

i. Interim Use Permits 

j. Minor Subdivisions 

k. Shoreland District 

l. Small Business Permits 

m. Wetland Rules 

 

Snyder opined Small Business Permits, Conditional Use Permits, and Conservancy District are the 

top areas of the Town Code that need to be reviewed and updated.  Sparks agreed and said any one 

of these topics could be relatively easy to navigate if the board has a clear objective.   

 

The board agreed to the following prioritization: 

1. Small Business Permits – First Priority.  Board discussion needed by and through 

future workshops. 

2. Conditional Use Permits/Interim Use Permits – Second Priority.  Board discussion 

needed by and through future workshops. 

3. Conservancy District – Third Priority.  Board discussion needed, to start at June Board 

Meeting.  

4. Fence Ordinance – Board Discussion Needed (at future board meeting) 

5. Housing Standards – June Board Meeting (Sparks to prepare report/recommendation) 
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6. Driveway Permits – July Board Meeting (Sparks/Koscielak to prepare 

report/recommendation) 

7. Grading Permits – July Board Meeting (Sparks/Koscielak to prepare 

report/recommendation) 

8. Wetland Rules – August Board Meeting (Sparks to prepare report/recommendation) 

9. Agricultural Buildings 

10. Minor Subdivisions 

11. Shoreland District 

12. Horse Uses 

 

Meeting ended without objection at 2:45 p.m.  

 

Submitted:    Approved:  

 

 

 

______________________________  _____________________________  

Linda Tibbetts    John Adams 

Clerk/Treasurer             Board Chair  
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